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Hassan Mustapha, who was to be released on 4 October 2009, had to wait until 
22 October 2009 to be released, and was released only after Addameer contacted 
Prime Minister Salam Fayyad directly on 12 October 2009.

As for the MI, it transferred 6 detainees to the military courts despite High Court 
decisions demanding their release and further brought three detainees before 
military courts while the High Court’s proceedings were still ongoing.



42

Stolen Hope - Political Detention in the West Bank

 

Recommendations 

Addameer believes that it is necessary to secure the immediate release 
of all political detainees without delay as a first step toward banning 
and criminalizing the PA security forces’ practice of arbitrary arrest and 
punishing those responsible. In the meantime, Addameer requests that the 
PA implement the following recommendations:

Admit the use of arbitrary detention as a first step toward ending the 
practice;

Order the security services to immediately release all political 
detainees without any preconditions;

Investigate all claims of torture; publicize the results of any such 
investigation in a manner that ensures accountability of all those 
responsible for violating detainees’ and their families’ rights; and 
refer these cases to the civilian criminal justice system to allow for 
the victims’ compensation;

Compensate, in compliance with the provisions of the law, all 
political detainees for the terms they served in detention without any 
legal basis;

Monitor interrogation and detention centers and allow the Attorney 
General to play his role in this regard to ensure that no person is 
detained in violation of the law and no applicable legal procedures 
are ignored during arrest and detention;

Ensure lawyers’ access to political detainees and facilitate the access 
of community-based organizations’ representatives to detention 
centers so that they may fulfill their monitoring role;

Ensure that the security services respect the rule and provisions of 
the law, and that all necessary measures are taken to enforce the 
provisions of the law concerning the punishments applicable to 
public officers refusing to enforce the law;

End the practice of trying civilians before military courts and annul 
these courts’ sentences in such cases;

Prohibit the detention of prisoners released from Israeli occupation 
prisons out of respect for the Palestinian people’s legitimate struggle 
for freedom.
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Appendices
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1. Requests for arrest and extension of detention
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2. Palestinian High Court of Justice release decisions
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3. Complaint to the Attorney General and his response
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4. Complaint about the appearance of civilians before military courts
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Addameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association

Addameer (Arabic for conscience) is a Palestinian non-governmental, civil institution that focuses on human 
rights issues. Established in 1992 by a group of activists interested in human rights, the center offers support 
to Palestinian prisoners and detainees, advocates for the rights of political prisoners, and works to end torture 
through monitoring, legal procedures and solidarity campaigns.

Addameer is surrounded by a group of grassroots supporters and volunteers, Addama’er, who share Addameer’s 
beliefs and goals, actively participate in its activities, and endeavor to support Addameer both financially and 
morally.

Addameer is a member of the Palestinian NGO Network, the Palestinian Coalition for the Defense of Civil Rights 
and Liberties, and the Regional and International Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty. Addameer is also a 
member of the International Network against Torture.

Addameer believes in the importance of building a free and democratic Palestinian society based on justice, equa -
ity, rule of law and respect for human rights within the larger framework of the right to self-determination.

Addameer strives to:
➢ End torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
➢ Abolish the death penalty
➢ End arbitrary detention and arrests
➢ Guarantee fair, impartial, and public trials
➢ Support political prisoners by providing them with legal aid and social and moral assistance and undertaking
   advocacy on their behalf
➢ Push for legislation that guarantees human rights and basic freedoms and ensure its implementation on 
   the ground
➢ Raise awareness of human rights and rule of law issues in the local community
➢ Ensure respect for democratic values in the local community, based on political diversity and freedom of 
   opinion and expression
➢ Lobby for international support and solidarity for Palestinians’ legitimate rights

Addameer’s programs: 
1. Legal Aid: Addameer provides free legal counseling and representation to Palestinian detainees and their fam -
lies. Services include legal defense; regular visits to prisons, detention and interrogation centers; submission of 
petitions and complaints against cases of torture, ill-treatment and other violations.
2. Research and Documentation: Addameer documents violations committed against Palestinian detainees, mon -
tors their detention conditions through regular lawyers’ visits, and collects statistics and lists of detainees, provi -
ing the basis for the publication of research papers and reports.
3. Advocacy and Lobbying: Addameer publishes statements and urgent appeals on behalf of detainees, submits 
alternative reports and complaints to the United Nations and other international forums, and briefs international 
delegations as well as the media on the situation of Palestinian prisoners. The advocacy and lobbying unit also 
works towards building local, Arab and international solidarity campaigns to oppose torture and arbitrary dete -
tion while supporting the rights of Palestinian prisoners.
4. Training and Awareness: Addameer raises local awareness regarding prisoners’ rights on three levels: by trai -
ing Palestinian lawyers on the laws and procedures used in Israeli military courts to improve their efficiency; by 
increasing the prisoners’ own knowledge; and by reviving grassroots human rights activism and volunteerism and 
working closely with community activists to increase their knowledge of civil and political rights from an intern -
tional humanitarian law and international human rights perspective.

Addameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association
Ramallah, Rafidein Sq., Sebat Bldg., 1st Floor, Suite 2

Tel: +972 (0)2 296 0446    Fax: +972 (0)2 296 0447
Postal Address: P.O. Box 17338 Jerusalem

General email: info@addameer.ps
Website: www.addameer.info




